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“I can’t say enough how much this award meant to me, personally. To have such 
a kindness extended when I was just beside myself with worry not only helped 
financially but gave me the feeling that everything really would be okay.”
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Becky and her husband adopted Wyatt from a local shelter when he was just a kitten. This 
fall, he snuck outside and came back with an injury on his foot. It became infected, 
and even with antibiotics, it just wouldn’t heal. An x-ray revealed that Wyatt had 
developed osteomyelitis – the infection had spread to the bone. Wyatt, always a sweet, 
loving cat, was in so much pain. On top of this, Becky’s husband had recently suffered 
a stroke and now required around-the-clock care. They went from two incomes to 
just one, and were struggling to keep up with the mounting vet bills. When their vet 
told them Wyatt needed to have the infected toe amputated, Becky didn’t know how 

she was going to pay. She applied to Rochester Hope for Pets, and because of your donations, we were able to help Becky pay for 
Wyatt’s surgery. Today, he’s running around and acting like a kitten again – the vet says he’ll make a full recovery. Becky 
says, “Thank you for the best Christmas gift I could have gotten…my kitty is feeling better again! I will always remember the 
generosity of the people who donated to make this possible!”

Mission:

History:

Rochester Hope for Pets’ mission is threefold: improving the quality of life for Rochester area companion animals by providing 
grants for veterinary care to pets whose owners are in times of need; assisting veterinary health teams with continuing 
education, research, and new technology for the advancement of companion animal care; and providing support to animal-
related nonprofit organizations whose missions support homeless animals in need.  

In 2008, a Jack Russell terrier was picked up by animal control in Rochester, NY. Despite her poor condition, the little terrier’s 
spunk and vigor inspired the veterinarians and staff at the Animal Hospital of Pittsford, who donated the care and services 
needed to heal the dog and give her a second chance at life. The hospital staff dubbed the little dog “Hope,” and helped her find a 
home once she was healthy. Her success story inspired the shareholders of Monroe Veterinary Associates to envision a foundation 
that could assist other pets in the Rochester area. This vision was realized with the creation of the MVA Hope Foundation in 2008. 
In 2012, the organization was renamed Rochester Hope for Pets.

Wyatt’s Tail of Hope:
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feral cats were spayed/neutered, vaccinated, and returned to their habitat, improving 
the health of Rochester area neighborhood cats and preventing overpopulation.

pets received needed veterinary care because of your donations.

Awards for veterinary care were used at 49 local hospitals, and totaled 

$100,276.

dogs and cats from low-income and military families were spayed/neutered through 
Spay it Forward. 

awarded from Duncan’s Fund for Veterinary Education.

•  70   at Canandaigua Veterinary Hospital
•  349  at Rochester Community Animal Clinic through Missy’s Fund
•  68 at Rochester Community Animal Clinic through a local veterinary 

technician teaching partnership

• Did you know that one cat or dog can have up to 150 offspring in her lifetime?

• These awards were used to provide 2,669 hours of continuing education to 
veterinary professionals, host board certified specialists in veterinary anesthesia/
analgesia and dentistry to provide advanced educational opportunities, purchase 
reference literature for local veterinary hospitals, create a comfort room 
at Veterinary Specialists & Emergency Services, and buy supplies for a career 
exploration program for youth.

$13,504
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Programs in 2018



THANK YOU to every individual, company, and foundation who gave hope to 
Rochester area animals this year. Your generosity and commitment has changed the 
lives of hundreds of animals and the people who love them.

January through December 2018
$86,735.54Individual Donations

In
com

e

$166,612.90

Corporate Gifts
Hospital Memoriams
Fundraisers
Grants
Interest Income

$27,624.54
$30,313.41

$13,860.18
$6,000

$2,079.23

Income and Expenses Summary:

$164,843.98

Fundraising
General & Administration*
*includes personnel, office supplies, printing, copying, postage, insurance, etc.

Previous Year Grant Expenditures
Programs

Exp
en

ses

$116,992.11
$8,713.45

$7,580.47
$31,557.95

• President: Todd Wihlen, DVM
• Secretary/Treasurer: Amy Laukaitis, MHA
• Member: Paul Black, DVM

2018 Board Members:
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